
 

 

AMA CHAPTER 468 CHARTERED IN 1971  
AMA Gold Leader Club for 16 years since its inception in 1993 

WEB SITE:  WWW.RAMSRC.ORG 
 

THE RAMS July 29, 2008 MEETING, Fordham Flying field 
Route 104 in Ontario 6:00 PM to Dusk. Visitors are 
welcome.  
 

CALENDAR OF BUSINESS MEETINGS FOR 2008 
RAMS MEMBERSHIP MEETING SCHEDULE (TUESDAYS) 

July 29  Aug. 26  Sep. 30  Oct. 28 Nov. 25 Dec. 30 
BOD MEETING SCHEDULE (MONDAYS) 

Aug. 11 Sep. 15  Oct. 13 Nov. 10 Dec. 15 
 

2008 SCHEDULE OF FLYING EVENTS ALL CLUBS 
 

Fort Ontario R/C Fly-in  July 26 & 27 
Sky Rovers Airshow    July 26 & 27 
Rochester Airport Show  July 26 & 27  
Interclub picnic Sky Rovers Aug. 10 
IRCHA Jamboree   August 14 & 17 
RAMS Open House  Aug. 23 & 24 
RAMS Northeast Heli Jamboree  Aug.  29, 30 & 31 
Sky Rovers Warbird Rally Aug 30 & 31 
 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
Alex Antonelli  

 

• The July Business meeting will be held at Fordham Field. 
• The August Business meetings will be held at Macedon Field. 
• There will be NO formal program during the months of July and August.  Bring an aircraft 

to fly before and after the meeting. 
• Please note the event calendar - There is the upcoming Rochester air show with the 

Thunderbirds on July 26 and 27 and the interclub picnic being sponsored by the Sky 
Rovers on August 10. 

• I have noticed several items within the newsletter and the note from Christine Playfair 
about needing volunteers for the upcoming events.  Come on guys lets get out there and 
help. 

2008 RAMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President Vice President Treasurer Secretary  Web Master  

Dave Playfair             Hendrickson, Bob Al Bensley Jacob Kirsch Ray Stacy 

585 670  9889 585-377-2534 585 624 7392 585 924 7579 585 422 8190 

 
 Safety Directors   Field Directors  Newsletter Editor 
John Dennis Ray Stacy Rod Curtis Larry Clarke Alex Antonelli 

 315  986  4772 585 422 8190 585 381 1445 585 265 9593 585 266 8567 

 

Membership Librarian  Programs  Community Affairs  

Jose Soler  Carl VanVoorhis Andres Rodríguez  Tom Starsmore  

585 377  9368  585  249 0431 585-281-9845  585 872 3193  
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Dave Playfair 

  
Summer is upon us in full force, and with it comes warm temperatures, longer days, and that ever-illusive 
afternoon thunderstorm.  Did you know we currently enjoy 15 hours of daylight, but it is decreasing by nearly 2 
minutes each day?  On the “brighter” side, our northern latitude affords us an hour more light than Florida has 
this time of year!  So, at least once in a while, find the time to spend a day at the field.  Yes, fuel prices may be 
inhibiting to the drive, but it’s a small price to pay for the comradery and enjoyment of flying our aircraft!  And 
don’t forget the sun block and maybe some bug spray, and richen that engine a few clicks if your last outing was 
in cooler temperatures. 
 
The crop around Macedon this season is feed corn, and the plants are fast approaching man-height.  To help find 
downed aircraft, the “locator flag pole” and 2-way radios have been relocated to the impound station/frequency 
board.  As a quick refresher, here’s how it works:  A witness (maybe even the pilot) sees exactly where the 
distressed aircraft disappeared into the crop.  Immediately take a bearing and distance reference, or just keep 
focused on the spot, as a buddy gets the pole and radios.  This “navigator” remains behind and communicates 
with a “chase crew”, who holds the locator pole such that their position is noted while trekking through stalks 
that would otherwise envelop their progress.  Simple enough, but this tool is often not utilized, resulting in hours 
of searching, and a possibility of loosing an aircraft that’s only a few yards away from you in the bush! 
 
As you all know, the RAMS have two back-to-back events coming up at Macedon the last two weekends of 
August.  The prior successes of our Open House and Heli Jamboree have lead to a certain dependency on their 
income to balance our clubs budget.  But more importantly, these events give us the opportunity to promote the 
hobby of model aviation with the public and other area modelers.  I must admit that prior to my BOD involvement, 
I simply showed up at the events to hang out, eat lunch, and take for granted the effort it took to make it happen.  
Then I realized that it is the fruits of an amazing few that have created such a great experience year after year.  
These members and their families have been “taken for granted” by the club, and deserve to be supplemented by 
its membership.  Belonging to a strong community requires more than just paying dues; it’s giving a little of 
yourself for the benefit of the group.  I have been to wonderful events sponsored by much smaller clubs whose 
members are extremely motivated to demonstrate what a welcoming and enthusiastic group they are to visitors.  
You can also read about membership devotion in Model Aviation magazine; stories of field acquisitions, club 
litigations with the community, and other challenges that should make us feel secure and proud to be part of 
such a stable organization.  But we can’t forget that it takes a little effort on our parts.  Just imagine if we had to 
pay for the time our field crews put in on a weekly basis…  I for one couldn’t afford to be a RAMS member!   
 
You may have read an email my thoughtful wife sent out earlier this week, pleading for more volunteers to help 
setup and run our events.  Thank you to those that have replied so far, but we still need more!  Al Bensley has 
once again accepted the role of Open House CD, so contact him for duties of our first show on Aug 23-24 at 
ambensley@yahoo.com or (585) 624-7392.  Jake Kirsch is organizing the Heli Jamboree on Aug 29-31, and can be 
reached at jkirsch1@rochester.rr.com or (585) 924 7579.  It would be great to have newer members and those 
who haven’t helped in the past join in on making this years fun-flys ones to remember! 
 
“When crashing seems inevitable, endeavor to strike the softest, cheapest object in the vicinity as slowly and 
gently as possible.”  Advice given to WWII RAF Pilots 
 

 

PROGRAMS 
Andres Rodriquez 

 
There wasn’t any program for June and there will be open flying before and after the July meeting. 
 

JULY BOD MEETING MINUTES 
Jake Kirsch 

Called to order at 7:00 PM by President Dave Playfair 
Attendees: 
[ X]  Dave Playfair (President)    [ X] Bob Hendrickson (Vice President) 
[ X]  Jacob Kirsch (Secretary)    [ X]  Al Bensley (Treasurer) 
[ ]  Jose Soler (Membership Director)   [ X]  Tom Starsmore (Community Affairs Director) 
[ ]  Ray Stacy (Macedon Safety Director)  [ ]  John Dennis  (Ontario Safety Director) 
[ X]  Rod Curtis (Macedon Field Director)  [ X]  Larry Clarke (Ontario Field Director) 
[ ]  Andres Rodriguez (Program Director)  [ ]  Alex Antonelli (Newsletter Editor) 
[ ]  Carl VanVoorhis (Librarian) 
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Business: 
 

- The July BOD meeting minutes were approved 
- Treasury Report 

o Positive cash flow reported for the Williamson Air show 
o Reviewed status of 2008 budget; outlook remains “status quo” if remaining shows turn good 

profits 
o AT&T easement is nearing finalization 

- Restoration of gravel pit at Macedon is underway 
- Training Program update: have three students who need dedicated instructors 

o Chuck Boyer has donated two Hangar 9 Solo Sport trainers; thanks Chuck!! 
- Break-in at Fordham – looking into stronger lock mechanism 
- Open House status - event is in jeopardy of being canceled due to lack of volunteers; event’s revenue is 

significant to balancing the budget and keeping “performance rebate” for membership dues 
- Heli Jamboree – planning is in progress 
- Post Office box rent lapsed; will be renewed with same box number 
- Child’s Gym and Daycare Center demo July 17th (across from Webster Post Office); a total of four demos 

are planned 
- Lost plane search flag and radio lockbox have been moved to the impound at the frequency board at 

Macedon 
 

JUNE MEETING MINUTES 
Dave Playfair 

 
The June business meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by President Dave Playfair at Macedon Field 
Guests: Randy Deveronian was voted into the club; welcome! 
Program: No program 
Announcements: 

- August 23rd and 24th – Open House: Volunteers are NEEDED; if positions are not filled, the event will 
be cancelled 

o August 29th – 31st – Helicopter Jamboree 
- Permanent shelter at Fordham (20’ x 18’) has been installed 
- Contact Tex Mantell to locate downed planes 

Business:  
- The May Membership Minutes were approved 
- AT&T Class Action suit: easement release is being mailed, and afterwards the RAMS will receive the 

settlement check 
Show-n-Tell: 

- Dave Playfair showed a Great Planes Revolver powered by an OS .55AX 2-stroke 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT 
Jose Soler  

Jose Soler reported the membership count thru the June. 2008 BOD meeting is 142.   This consists of 119 Sr., 22 
Jr. and 1 associate members to date.  
 

PROGRAM 
Andres Rodriguez 

July No program, the meeting will be at the flying field 
August No program, the meeting will be at the flying field 
September Electric power, motors, batteries, speed controls (ESC) by: J. Clark 
Other subjects under consideration are: 
• Engines, running, maintenance, repairs and storage. 
• Flying off water, floats, flying techniques, safety 
• Presentation by the Manager of the Curtiss Museum 
• Tour of the Williamson airport 
• Miniature replica engine collection by a Rochester master machinist. 
• Restoration of MIG (Full size) 
• I will consider any additional ideas or suggestions. 
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PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
The F3F might look archaic, but in fact it entered service as late as 1937 and was only withdrawn in 1941, having 
been superseded by the Brewster Buffalo and the Wildcat.  It's lucky that it was out of service, because with a 
top speed of only 265 mph and armament of only two 0.30 caliber machine guns, it wouldn't have been much of a 
match for Japanese naval fighters of the time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

RAMS 
P. O. Box 883 
Webster, NY 14580-0883 
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