
 

AMA CHAPTER 468 CHARTERED IN 1971   
AMA Gold Leader Club for 16 years since its incepti on in 1993  

WEB SITE:  WWW.RAMSRC.ORG 
 

The RAMS June 30, 2009 Business Meeting will be hel d at the 
Macedon Field 2529 Macedon Center Rd. starting at 6 :00 PM.  
 

CALENDAR OF BUSINESS MEETINGS FOR 2009  
RAMS MEMBERSHIP MEETING SCHEDULE  (TUESDAYS) 

June 30 July 28 Aug. 25 Sept. 29  Oct. 27 Nov. 24 D ec. 29 
  

BOD MEETING SCHEDULE (MONDAYS) 
July 13,  Aug. 10 Sept. 14 Oct. 12  Nov. 9 Dec. 14  
 

 

2009 SCHEDULE OF FLYING EVENTS AREA CLUBS  
RCCR Ray Edmunds memorial fun-fly June 27 & 28 
District 2 Fun Fly & STARS Rally  July 18 & 19 
Sky Rovers Air Show (no Turbines) July 25 & 26 
RAMS MACEDON FIELD FUN-FLY Aug. 22 & 23  
RAMS NORTHEAST HELI JAMBOREE Aug. 28, 29 & 30 
INTERCLUB PICNIC (Ontario, NY field) Sept. 5 (rain date 6) 

 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR  
Alex Antonelli   

·  The RAMS will host the interclub picnic this year.  The event will be held on 
Labor Day weekend at Fordham field (Ontario, NY) on  Sept. 5 th with a rain date 
of Sept. 6 th.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the Apr il meeting for 
help with this event.  RAMS members will be asked t o bring a plate to pass.  
Fordham field was selected because some of the visi ting club flyers feel more 
comfortable flying at Fordham vs. Macedon.  Therefo re to have a potential of 
more visiting clubs pilots attend and fly the club has opted for this field and 
date.  Flying will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Th e BOD asks that all RAMS 
members that plan on attending sign up by August 9,  2009. 

2009 RAMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President Vice President Treasurer Secretary  www 
Dave Playfair         Bob Hendrickson Al Bensley Jacob Kirsch Ray Stacy 
585 670  9889 585 377 2534 585 624 7392 585 924 7579 585 422 8190 

 
Safety Director ________Field Directors________ Newsletter Editor   
Ray Stacy Rod Curtis Larry Clarke Alex Antonelli 
585 422 8190 585 381 1445 585 265 9593 585 266 8567 
 
Membership Librarian  Programs Community       
Jose Soler     Carl VanVoorhis Jeff Fuller Tom Starsmore  
585 377  9368 585  249 0431 585-298 8037 585 872 3193  



·  Rod Curtis and Larry Clarke informed me that they h ave developed a lawn 
mowing schedule for the flight line and infield as follows, weather permitting:  

      Macedon – Tuesday & Friday from 11:00 to 1:00   
    Fordham - Tuesday & Friday from 1:00 to 3:00  
 

JUNE PROGRAM   
Jeff Fuller 

 

The June program will be the annual safety review m eeting presented by Ray Stacy.   
 
 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
Dave Playfair 

 
Not too hot, not too buggy!  We’ve been treated to some great flying weather this month, provided you’ re flexible 
enough to coordinate work, family, and chores to th e less desirable days!    I’ve really enjoyed visit ing with the 
active members at our fields.   For the record, my personal fuel consumption so far is up to 22 gallon s.  :c) 

Earlier in the month Jeff Fuller and I represented the RAMS first appearance at the annual Rochester H am 
Festival.  We setup in a room with several other RC  disciplines, including fully functioning submarine s and 
battleships.  It was said that we “stole the show” with our display, consisting of two simulators (hel i and plane), 
our digital picture frame, and flight demos both in doors and out, in addition to our eye-catching stat ic display.   

The coordinator Len Crellin wrote, “Everyone was so blown 
away by all the new things, and your helicopter dem o was 
the most mentioned. People really enjoyed it.  I wi ll be 
sending out a general thanks to all the clubs and v endors 
who took a chance with us in this unknown venue, bu t I 
wanted to let you know what I heard tonight. I real ly hope 
you enjoyed the show and we look forward to having you 
back!”    

I highly recommend taking the opportunity once in w hile to 
represent our hobby to those unaware.  Tom Starsmor e 
usually has more requests for shows than we have 
volunteers for.  It not only helps to promote aware ness of 
the club, but these events also allow us to reflect  how far 
we’ve progressed as a hobby and as RC enthusiasts.  One 
such upcoming event is the 2009 Wayne County Fair; open 
during the second week of August.  Our booth needs to be 
manned for the entire event, so there’s plenty of r oom for 
help.  Contact Ruric Strickland  to participate! 

A few days ago I sent a link to a YouTube video (us er: dplayfair) 
that took a stab at aerial video.  It was something  I did as a side 
project to take a break from the constant aerobatic  training I 
normally subject myself to.  It was fun.  If you ge t board with your 
normal routine, regain your enthusiasm by trying so mething new! 

Worthy of an honorable mention this month was a hel icopter crash 
I was (un)lucky enough to witness, by our very own Jeff Francis.  Of 
my 5 years in RC, it’s the most carnage I’ve seen w here the ground 
was not directly  involved.  The cause was a main rotor grip failure , 
leading to a catastrophic imbalance situation, whic h literally tore 
the frame to pieces in less than a second!  The ent ire machine 
instantly dropped to the ground, but was high enoug h at the time to 
provide an impressive “debris field”.  Never discou raged, our 
former Broken Prop Award  winner rebuilt and had the heli back in 
the air in no time and none the worse for the “wear ”! 

“No one wants to see a crash, but nobody want to mi ss one either!” 

 



JUNE BOD MEETING MINUTES  
Jake Kirsch 

 
The June BOD meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  by President Dave Playfair 
Attendees:  
[ X]  Dave Playfair (President)    [ ]    Bob Hendr ickson (Vice President) 
[ X]  Jacob Kirsch (Secretary)    [ X]  Al Bensley (Treasurer) 
[ X]  Jose Soler (Membership Director)  [ X]  Tom S tarsmore (Community Affairs Director) 
[ ]    Ray Stacy (Macedon Safety Director)  [ X]  L arry Clarke (Ontario Field Director) 
[ X]  Rod Curtis (Macedon Field Director)  [ X]  Al ex Antonelli (Newsletter Editor 
[ X]  Jeff Fuller (Program Director)   [ ]    Carl VanVoorhis (Librarian) 
 
Business:  

- The May BOD meeting minutes were approved 
- HAM Fest report 
- Wayne County Fair participation: Motion to approve $160 maximum to register for a booth at the Wayne 

County Fair.  Passed unanimously. 
- 5 Club Fun Fly hosted by RAMS 

o Planned for Ontario Field on September 5 from 10AM to 3PM; Rain date on September 6 
o RAMS Members interested must inform the BOD by Augu st 9 th 

- Macedon Field Update: 
o Safety barriers to be mowed 
o Solar panel and battery to be relocated  to the fre quency board area 

- Community Affairs Report 
o Invitation from RMSC to provide static displays fro m September to May 
o Several demo opportunities at Northern Hemisphere G ym in Webster 
o See Tom Starsmore if interested in participating  

- Program for June is the Safety Presentation at Mace don 
- Heli Jamboree Update 

o Bobby Watts confirmed (3 rd place at 2009 XFC) 
o Several donation commitments 
o Volunteers graciously accepted 
 

 

MAY MEETING MINUTES 
Jake Kirsch 

 
The May membership meeting was called to order at 7 :00 PM by President Dave Playfair at Penfield-Webst er 
ABVI Goodwill 
Guests:  Jerry Tebo was voted into the club; welcome! 
Program:   Make your own wing bag; 7 members took advantage of this club-sponsored opportunity and shared 
some quality time in the process! 
Announcements:  

- Interclub Picnic to be held at Fordham Field Septem ber 5 th (rain date is September 6 th); please sign up 
with Alex Antonelli if you plan on attending 

- The June Membership Meeting will be held at Macedon  Field starting at 6:00 PM 
Business :  

- The April Membership Minutes were approved 
- Silent auction for the 3-wheel John Deere tractor a t Macedon closed 
- Andres Rodriguez made a motion to rename the Open H ouse to the “Ed Van Wagner Memorial” fun fly; 

motion approved unanimously 
Show and Tell  

- Dave Playfair showed a starter converted to 4-cell LiPo 3300mAh with an LED charge indicator 
- Rick McGahey thanked the members involved with the re-roofing of the Macedon club house 
- Ruric Strickland expressed his thanks for receiving  the Rubsum Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Monthly Drawing Winners  
 

                       
 50 / 50–Ruric Strickland                      Adhesive Sampler– Paul Georger 

 
 

MAY PROGRAM 
Jeff Fuller 

 
This months program was learning to build your own wing bags with common materials.   

It was a great success for those who participated! 

 
The construction process…  Jeff Fuller even brought  himself  along to help out! 

 

  
Some of the completed works of art 



 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT  

Jose Soler  
 

Jose Soler reported the membership count at this po int for 2009 is 123.   This consists of 104 Sr., 17  Jr. and 2 
associate members.  The 2009 membership application  is available on the RAMS web site.  The 2009 dues will 
remain the same as 2008.  The only change on the ap plication is a line for referrals 
 
 

 
Picture of the Month  

 

RAMS 
P. O. Box 883 
Webster, NY 14580-0883  

BOEING B-15 


